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The Impact of Energy Efficiency Standards on 
Appliance Energy Consumption Refrigerator

Freezer
Room A/C
Clothes Washer
Dishwasher
Television*

1988: Standards adopted 

for clothes washers and 

dishwashers

1990: Standards adopted 

for refrigerators, freezers, 

and room A/C units

1993: Revised standards 

effective for refrigerators 

and freezers

1994: Revised standards 

effective for clothes 

washers and dishwashers

2000: Revised 

standard effective for 

room A/C units

2001: Revised standards 

effective for refrigerators 

and freezers

2004: Revised standard 

effective for clothes washers

2007: Revised standard 

effective for clothes washers

*Approximate average annual 

energy consumption based on 

available market data.

Graph 2. Energy consumption of appliances over time as a product of imposed standards for efficiency.     
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